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Islam, of which they have thus re-perceived the dignity.
Not the common people only, but many of the highest
and best educated classes, even the Sultan himself
among the number, are distinctly inclined to the stricter
school, and so are most of the principal doctors and
teachers throughout the Ottoman East, as he will find
who visits the ' Medresehs' at Of, Koniah, Damascus,
Gaza, and even Mosool. Much in the same way as
Protestantism in the sixteenth century, though unable
wholly to overthrow Eomanism, yet exerted a real and
penetrating influence on it, and wrought the indirect
reform of many an abuse that it could not reach and
crush face to face, so has the Wahhabeeism of our own
times modified and purified the very system it condemns,
and spread its own tinge over the entire surface of
Islam.

A second cause is European pressure. The Ma-
hometan populations of the East have of late years
fully awakened to the manifold strength and skill of
their Western Christian rivals ; and this awakening, at
first productive of respect and fear, not unmixed with
admiration, now wears the type of antagonistic dislike,
and even of intelligent hate. No more zealous Ma-
hometans, no more exclusive ' Unitarians/ to adopt their
own phrase, are to be found in all the ranks of Islam
than they who have sojourned the longest in Europe,
and acquired the most intimate knowledge of its
sciences and its ways. It is a mistake, common among
Europeans, universal among Frenchmen, to imagine
that Asiatic Mahometans esteem or desire them the
more for their mechanical, artistic, or inventive skill.
Eailroads, steam-engines, telegraphs, and the like,
excite now indeed no prejudice, and are, where circum-
stances favour, willingly adopted; but their inventors
are not thought one atom the better of for all these